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Dangerous Winter Storm 

 
Indianapolis - The National Weather Service (NWS) has issued a Winter Storm Watch for snow and ice starting tonight 

through Wednesday, February 2, 2011.  The force of the storm will increase overnight.  Large ice accumulations and strong 

winds could result in widespread down trees and power lines and thus widespread power outages.  Given the large area 

affected long duration power outages will be likely.  Travel will be extremely treacherous during this time.  

 

NWS reported that there will be ice accumulations of over one inch for Indianapolis.  Accumulating snow is also expected in 

excess of 12 inches.  Strong winds gusting up to 35 miles per hour are expected on Wednesday afternoon.  NWS wants to 

remind us that uncertainty still exists with the precise track of this system.  Stay alert to the latest information. 

 

The Division of Homeland Security (DHS) will be activating the Emergency Operations Center at 7:00 am tomorrow to 

monitor the weather conditions.  DHS will be working with representatives from city, county and state public safety agencies 
to coordinate efforts during this winter storm event.  Winter weather catches people unprepared.  The following information 

is to help the residents of the Indianapolis area understand what to do during and after a winter storm.   

 

We are reminding people to: 

 

 Please use caution and be aware of hazardous driving conditions.  Roads will be snow covered and dangerous.  

People are encouraged to use discretion and not go out unless it is absolutely necessary.  Traffic lights may be out 

and roads will be congested. 

 During snow storm conditions, snow plows are considered emergency vehicles and should be given the right 

of way. 

 Listen to the weather reports, plan accordingly. 

 Plan alternate routes to prevent traffic jams. 

 Exercise caution when driving;  

Drive as the road dictates, slow and steady is the name of the game. 

 Have an emergency supply kit in the vehicle;  

A fully charged Mobile phone, charger, spare batteries, blanket/sleeping bags, extra food and water are essential. 

 Keep the gas tank as full as possible;  

If stranded, run the car periodically to preserve fuel, stay with the car, do not wander away. 

 Make sure someone knows your route and timetable.  

 Have a disaster kit ready; 

Major concerns for individuals are loss of heat, power, and telephone service.  Individuals and families should have 

food and water, flashlights and batteries, first aid supplies and a battery operated radio in their disaster kit. 

 Emergency 911 phone system should be limited to life-threatening situations only. 

 

Prepare your home for a power outage.  In the case that you have to leave your home and seek shelter, remember to bring 

your medications, and sleeping gear such as blankets and sleeping bags.  Most of these items will not be provided by the 

shelter or will be in short supply.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 Identify the most insulated room in advance;  

That’s where you and your family can gather if you need to stay warm.   

 Turn your thermostat to low and turn off the circuit breaker for your water heater to reduce high demand 

for electricity once the power comes back on.   

 Turn off and unplug all unnecessary electrical equipment, including sensitive electronics.   

This will help prevent an overload that can cause it to go off again.   

 Leave one light switch on so you’ll know when electricity has been restored. 

 Do not touch any electrical power lines and keep your family away from them. 

 The primary hazards to avoid when using alternate sources for electricity, heating or cooking are carbon 

monoxide poisoning, electric shock and fire.  

 If the carbon monoxide alarm sounds, move quickly to a fresh air location outdoors or by an open window or 

door.  Remember that carbon monoxide kills. 

 

These tips and more are available at the National Weather Service website at http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/winter.  

 

City road closure information can be obtained online at http://www.indy.gov/eGov/City/DPW/Road/Closings. 

 

State road conditions can be obtained at http://indot.carsprogram.org/main.jsf.  

 

For more information go to www.indy.gov/dps or visit the DPS Facebook page.   
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